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Introduction

This is the committee which the Council has appointed to determine planning 
applications and other quasi-judicial matters relevant to planning submissions.

It meets around once a month, usually on a Wednesday evening, at 7pm in the 
Council Chamber at the Civic Centre, Gravesend.

The Chair, Vice-Chair and their fellow Committee members are elected Councillors. 
There will be officers with specialist knowledge and technical expertise also in 
attendance to provide the Committee with advice.

All Councillors are sent a notification email when the agenda, which includes detailed 
reports about each of the items being considered, is published and this takes place 
at least 5 working days before the day of the meeting. Copies of the agenda will be 
available at the meeting and may also be viewed/downloaded from the Council’s 
website. At the Chair’s discretion applications where members of the public have 
registered to speak will be dealt with before other applications.

The meetings of the Committee are held in public (listed on the agenda under Part 
A) and you are welcome to observe the proceedings from the public gallery if you 
wish. Please refer to Planning Guidance Note 16: You right to speak at the Planning 
Committee for further information.

At the Planning Committee

The Chair will open the meeting and take apologies for absence from those 
Members unable to attend. Substitute Councillors may attend in their place and their 
names will be read out at the beginning of the meeting. Other Councillors may also 
be in attendance but are not able to vote and may only speak with the Chair’s 
permission.

The Chair will then ask the planning officer to introduce each item and the 
Committee may ask questions of the officer.

Registered supporters, followed by any registered objectors will then be allowed to 
address the Committee about a particular application.

Members of the Planning Committee and Ward Councillors may, through the Chair, 
ask questions of the speaker for clarification of any facts but this will not lead to 
further discussion or expressions of opinion.

The Committee will then debate the application and a vote will be taken.



Normally a decision to permit or refuse an application will be made. There are 
occasions when this will not be the case

 Members may feel they should see the site so they may defer the application 
for a site inspection or site visit. A decision will then be made at the next 
meeting of the Committee.

 Sometimes Members may delegate a decision to the Planning Manager 
(Development Management) who will issue a decision once all of the 
processes are completed.

 An application may also be deferred if the Committee feels more information 
is required or where officers are asked by the Members of the Committee to 
negotiate changes to the proposal.

Towards the end of a meeting there may be a private session of the Committee 
listed under Part B of the agenda (maybe dealing with, for example, those legal or 
financial matters which are confidential). The Chair will thank the public for attending 
and will then ask those present to leave the Chamber.

After the meeting

The minutes of the meeting will be available shortly after the meeting and will be 
published on the Council’s website www.gravesham.gov.uk/democracy.

A decision notice for each application is issued by Planning Services. The Schedule 
of Delegated Planning Applications may be viewed online at : 
http://democracy.gravesham.gov.uk/ecCatDisplay.aspx?sch=doc&cat=12911

Alternatively copies can be ordered by phoning Planning Services on 01474 33 73 
97.

Want to know more?

If you would like to know more about the Planning Committee or other committees 
please contact:

Committee and Services
Civic Centre
Windmill Street
Gravesend, Kent
DA12 1AU

Tel: 01474 33 73 02
Email: committee.section@gravesham.gov.uk
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